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DISEC Background Guide
Dear Delegates,
I would like to welcome you to SIMUN XVI and to DISEC. We will be discussing the global
and existential threats of ISIS and North Korea. These are two issues which will greatly impact
our world and which must be resolved. This committee is taking place at a time where ISIS is
once again conducting terror attacks around the world, killing scores of innocent lives, and the
insane dictator of North Korea, Kim Jong Un has nuclear tipped missiles which can not only
reach the mainland of the United States but threaten the entire world.

DISEC is the first committee of the General Assembly and it deals with disarmament and
threats to world peace, both of which are important issues. It also aims to maintain the order of
the countries which maintain global security and peace. The disarmament part of the committee’s
mission is especially important because it seeks to prevent dangerous materials from being in the
wrong hands of those who could or wish to cause great damage and death to innocent people.
The committee always begins with general debate before moving to specific topics and later
takes action on certain draft resolutions.
DISEC also works closely with the United Nations Disarmament Commission and the
Conference of Disarmament which is based in Geneva.

Although these topics are complicated, and can be influenced heavily by political leanings, I
know that this committee will be very successful and that there will be a lot of high level debate
on the committee floor. I look forward to meeting all of you and working with you in this
committee.
Sincerely,
Konstantine Morakalis
Positions:
1. USA
2. Greece
3.Russia
4. China
5. England
6. France
7.Japan
8. Germany
9. Brazil
10. Mexico
11. Canada
12. South Korea
13. Iraq
14. Italy
15. Spain
16. Iran
17. North Korea
18. Syria
19. Egypt
20. South Africa
21. Saudi Arabia
22. Qatar
23. Argentina
24. Nigeria
25. Turkey
26. Cyprus
27. Australia
28. Belgium
29. Portugal
30. Jordan

Topic 1: ISIS
To understand ISIS, we must look at the last 16 years of foreign involvement in the Middle East.
The War on Terror began with the terrorist attacks on the United States of America on September
11th, 2001, when radical Islamic terrorists staged a full attack on U.S. soil. Following this, the
U.S. military along with several coalition nations began operations in Afghanistan in order to
destroy the Taliban and hunt down Osama bin Laden. The Bush Administration accused the
Taliban of harboring Al-Qaeda and thus destroyed them, however the Taliban rose up again in
Pakistan in the years following. One week after 9/11, a joint resolution was passed in Congress
and by President Bush which allowed for many counter-terrorism activities, such as the Patriot
Act and the utilization of the Guantanamo Bay Detention Camp. On October 7th, 2001,
Operation Enduring Freedom began, in which United States Air Force B-52s along with coalition
bombers began carpet bombing Taliban and Al-Qaeda strongholds in Afghanistan. This was the
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start of Allied involvement in the Middle East in the 21st Century.

In addition, 1,000 Special Forces troops were deployed to the ground in Afghanistan to aid the
resistance against the Taliban. By mid November of 2001, Jalalabad and Kabul had fallen to the
U.S. lead coalition, and the Taliban was nearly eradicated. In December, Osama bin Laden and
dozens of his men were surrounded by Mujahadeen fighters and U.S. Special Forces but
narrowly escaped on horseback to Pakistan. The United Nations then led the establishment of an
interim government in Afghanistan to create and maintain regional stability. Although the Taliban
was destroyed, many Al-Qaeda operatives continued to hide in the mountains of Afghanistan for
years to come, which would prove to be very dangerous to the U.S. military.
In March of 2002, Operation Anaconda takes place, in which 3,000 U.S. And Afghan soldiers
destroy a remaining portion of the Taliban still hiding in Afghanistan.At the same time, the
Department of Defense and the CIA begin directing more intelligence and planning towards Iraq,
to prepare for the war in Iraq. However, Congress did allocate 38 billion dollars toward the
reconstruction of Afghanistan in April of 2002. There is still a significant coalition presence in
Afghanistan to this day, rooting out and destroying the Taliban wherever it may appear.
In 2003, the Iraq War began when the United States military began conducting airstrikes in
March, which would later be followed by men on the ground. The reason for this war was
intelligence stating that Iraq was procuring weapons of mass destruction. By May of that year,
Saddam Hussein had completely lost power over Iraq to the United States and the coalition but
many of his most loyal men formed an insurgency which would wreak havoc in Iraq for years to
come, and although Saddam was defeated, over 100,000 of men were left to roam Iraq freely. In
December of 2003, Saddam Hussein himself was captured by U.S. troops in Iraq. Although he
was captured and later hanged, the disbanded men of his military remained loyal to him and
hated the international community. After this, the story began to come out that there were no
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. Al-Qaeda began a reign of terror in Iraq, which was new to
the country because under Saddam, terrorists were hunted, killed, and kept out of Iraq. The
insurgency, created by the remnants of Saddam's army also had a large amount of influence in
Iraq, and held the city of Fallujah as a stronghold until U.S. and Iraqi forces captured it in 2004.
For years, the insurgency continues fighting against the occupying U.S. forces. When Barrack
Obama took office in 2009, the process of withdrawal from Iraq began. By 2011, all military

personnel had been taken out of Iraq, after having trained Iraqi soldiers at an expense of 2
billion USD. Nearly 4,500 Americans were killed in the Iraq War, and it cost a staggering 4
trillion USD.
Just a few short years after 2011 and the end of the war, the world witnessed the rise of the so
called "Islamic State", more commonly known as Isis. Without any international military
presence in Iraq, a power vacuum is created which allows the insurgency that originally
consisted of Saddam's men to rise up and formally take control of certain areas. Since then, Isis
has been striking all over the world, killing scores of innocent people. They have threatened
many times to strike the United States, and have at least twice. Isis is a threat to all of humanity
and life on Earth as we know it because if they are allowed to get their hands on nuclear weapons
they will destroy the entire planet in a nuclear winter. This is the biggest threat to the world, not
only to America. Since 2014, the United States and their coalition have been hitting Isis in Iraq,
Syria, and lately Libya as part of Operation Inherent Resolve. However, these airstrikes are not
enough because ISIS is growing and they are ramping up their attacks around the world. Under
President Donald Trump, the United States Military has significantly increased the amount of
airstrikes taking place against ISIS in both Iraq and Syria, and as a result, ISIS has lost a large
amount of territory, but now they are more desperate to carry out numerous attacks around the
world. President Trump has made it clear to his nation and to the world that the United States
will not rest until ISIS has been eradicated but that does not mean that the United States will act
alone. Operation Inherent Resolve has members from dozens of nations and the coalition has the
potential to finish off what is left of Isis in Iraq and Syria. After the taking of Mosul just a few
months ago, ISIS fighters in the Middle East are on the run without a secure and large enough
safe haven, which is why it is critical now for the coalition to finish the fight with the Iraqi army
before ISIS is allowed breathing room to become strong again. Combined with this, all nations
should consider additional security measures to prevent any more attacks on innocent people.

Questions to consider:
How can the coalition and other nations increase military action without having the same
consequences of the Iraq War?

Exactly how much military intervention is necessary to route out Isis and destroy their ideology?
How can DISEC prevent ISIS from obtaining nuclear weapons or any other weapons of mass
destruction?
What types of actions can DISEC take to prevent ISIS from carrying out more terror attacks?

Topic 2: North Korea
For several years now, North Korea has repeatedly threatened to “annihilate” the United
States, South Korea, and Japan. Until recently they did not have either the the nuclear bombs nor
the missiles to do this. The first sets of bombs detonated by North Korea where less than 1/10th
as powerful as the atomic bombs dropped by the United States on Japan to end World War II.
The world witnessed ultimate destruction and death in a fiery hell that the world should never
have to see again. However, recent developments have indicated the North Korea now does have

nuclear tipped missiles that can reach not only South Korea and Japan, but several American
cities including Chicago and New York. This is now a serious existential threat to humanity.
The past few months in particular have seen tensions escalate to an unprecedented level.
When Kim Jong Un made a further series of threats to the United States, US President Donald
Trump responded saying that if North Korea did not act properly they would be met with “fire
and fury” which the world had never seen before. Soon after, North Korea responded saying they
would fire a nuclear missile at Guam, where the United States Air Force has a very heavy
military presence at Andersen Air Base. After the threat was made, several US military analysts
said that such an attack, if successful, would be comparable to the attack on Pearl Harbor but
worse.

A United States Air Force B-2
Stealth Bomber takes oﬀ from
Andersen Air Base in Guam. The
bombers have a range 6,900
miles which can be indefinitely
extended by aerial refueling. In
addition, they can hold close to
50,000 pounds worth of
conventional or thermonuclear
weapons. They are widely
regarded as one of the United
States Military’s most valuable
weapon systems in a potential
conflict with North Korea.

On August 3rd the United Nations Security Council unanimously decided to slap a new
set of economic sanctions onto North Korea which is estimated to cut their annual export
revenue by over 3 billion dollars. These sanctions were in response to several missile launches

and their goal was to prevent further missile testing. However, since then the North has
repeatedly tested several more missiles.
After a short period of relative quiet, on August 28th, 2017 North Korea launched another
missile over a Japanese province, and many suspect it to be a precursor to an attack on Guam. As
the world responded, South Korean officials stated that they believe it to be a precursor to
another nuclear test, which would be the sixth such detonation in the countries history. In early

January of 2016 North Korea claimed that it tested a hydrogen bomb which could wipe out the
entire United States. Almost every analyst expressed their opinion that not only did North Korea
probably not detonate a hydrogen bomb but also that no hydrogen bomb with existing known
technology would be able to destroy a land mass that large. However, the development of the
past few months have lead many to believe that they are closer than before to getting a hydrogen
bomb. H-bombs (hydrogen bombs), of which thermonuclear warheads are a type, are extremely

powerful and are the most destructive weapons known to mankind. Should North Korea get their
hands on these, the real danger would be if they sold them to terrorists in addition to launching
them on missiles.

Questions to consider:
How can the United States and its global partners avoid conflict and denuclearize the Korean
peninsula effectively?
What can be done to prevent North Korea from selling nuclear weapons to terrorists?
Are further sanctions necessary to prevent more missile testing by North Korea?
What can Russia and China do, being close to North Korea, to help de escalate the problem?

Sources:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/asia/northkorea/12095069/North-Korea-claims-itshydrogen-bomb-can-wipe-out-the-whole-US-territory.html
http://www.cnn.com/2017/08/28/asia/north-korea-missile-test/index.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-northkorea-missiles-un-idUSKBN1AL0NU
http://www.businessinsider.com/north-korea-japan-missile-test-guam-2017-8
https://www.britannica.com/event/Iraq-War
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