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Dear Delegates,

Letter from the Chair

My name is Jack Nash and I will be your chair for the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) committee at SIMUN XVI this year! I’m a
sophomore here at Saint Ignatius, and I have been doing Model United Nations
since freshman year and have enjoyed every minute of it. I love this club, and I'm
excited to see what you all can bring to the table in this committee with
meaningful, relevant topics. I know that some of you are very new to this club,
and that’s totally fine. Whether this is a learning experience for you or you’re an
experienced delegate, I hope to make this conference as smooth and as easy for
you as possible and I hope you all learn something from this experience!
The UNODC was formed in 1997 from the merging of the United Nations
Drug Control Programme and the Centre for International Crime Prevention. It
was formed on the grounds of covering many different topics, and since it’s
formation, has solved and debated issues on Alternative Development,
Corruption, Criminal Justice, Prison Reform and Crime Prevention, Drug
Prevention, Treatment and Care, HIV and AIDS, Human Trafficking and Migrant
Smuggling, Money Laundering, Organized Crime, Piracy, and Terrorism
Prevention.
It is expected that all delegates bring with them two hardcopy position
papers (one for each topic) on the day of the conference, along with any
additional research. You may email me your papers, but delegates who do not
bring two hardcopy position papers in on the day of the conference are made
ineligible for awards. These are very broad topics that have a lot of depth and
while this background guide will serve as a good starting point, there is so much
more additional research that should be done to ensure a good understanding of
the topic. I'm hoping that we all learn new things from one another in committee
and that we can successfully collaborate to solve these problems. I look forward
to meeting you all in November, and if you have any questions at all, don't
hesitate to email me or my vice chair, Darci Johnson. Thanks!
Jack Nash
johnryan.nash@students.ignatius.org
Class of ‘20
Darci Johnson
darci.johnson@students.ignatius.org
Class of ‘18
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Letter from the Vice Chair

Hello delegates!
My name is Darci Johnson and I will be your vice chair for SIMUN! I am a senior
here at Saint Ignatius, and this is my fourth year on the model UN team. I have
traveled around the country for MUN and I hope that this conference helps you
all to love MUN as much as I do! I can't wait for a great day and some awesome
debate!
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Topic One: Cessation of Latin American Drug Cartels
On June 18th, 1971, the United States President Richard Nixon gave a press
conference where he officially declared a “War on Drugs”. Since that declaration,
the war on drugs has been an uphill battle. In 2011, the Global Commission on
Drug Policy alleged that “The War on Drugs Has Failed”. The job of this
committee will be to not start another war on drugs, but to come up with an
alternative solution different from what is currently in place that the majority is
in favor of while managing to not infringe on a country’s national sovereignty,
which is very important to take into account.
Cocaine is one of the main drugs coming from Latin and South America. It
is mostly produced in the Andean region of South America and from there it is
trafficked through Brazil, the Caribbean, Venezuela, and Latin America to the rest
of the world. It is also important to take note of the biggest consumers of cocaine,
the United States and Europe. The method of getting drugs across the Atlantic to
Europe varies. Often times drugs are smuggled into lower security countries,
such as those in Africa, and then are smuggled into Europe from there. The drug
traffickers take advantage of the low security in countries such as South Africa,
Nigeria, and Ghana to get their drugs to Europe at a lower cost because these
countries are also often very poor.
The United States remains the biggest cocaine consumer in the industry,
with an annual consumption of anywhere between 150 and 200 metric tons of
cocaine but also is one of the main contributors to anti-drug campaigns. A 2017
report from the U.S. State Department declared that “Colombia remains the major
provider of cocaine in the United States”. Spain and the U.K. trail close behind the
U.S. in consumption of cocaine, with most coming from, again, Colombia. While
Colombia is the biggest producer, Bolivia and Peru also have roles in production
of cocaine and other drugs as well. While Venezuela doesn’t produce a lot of
cocaine, a majority of cocaine going to Europe and a large portion that goes to the
U.S. is trafficked through Venezuela, which is why Venezuela has aggressively
fought against drug cartels and drug trafficking in recent years. Recently,
Venezuela and Bolivia have both strongly opposed the United States having a
presence in their countries “attempting” to fight drug trafficking. They claim that
instead of solving the drug problem, they are stimulating it as spikes in drug
activity have been seen in places the United States occupies. This controversy
continues today as the U.S. fails to present proof of success in these areas and
Bolivia and Venezuela grow impatient.
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Map of Worldwide Cocaine Trafficking

Other drugs that are trafficked and produced across the world partially
come from Latin America. These types of drugs include marijuana and opiates.
Opiates, while there only were a reported 18 million users in 2015, are on the rise
in Latin America. The two main producers of opiates in Latin America are Mexico
and Colombia. From there the opiates (or more commonly known as heroin,
morphine, and opium) are trafficked down to South America or up to North
America. And while marijuana can is grown all over the world and over 180
million people are users of marijuana worldwide, Mexico and Colombia, again,
are some of the biggest producers of the drug.

6

Map on left shows Latin American opiate trafficking and right shows marijuana trafficking

Colombia has struggled greatly with its attempts to stop the cartels, but has
been assisted by a close ally, the United States. Just last year, the Revolutionary
Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC) signed a ceasefire with Colombian government
after being active for 53 years in the drug industry. The rebel group relinquished
control over 60% of the global coca (cocaine) plant fields. This was monumental
for the anti-drug effort and since then, the FARC has teamed up with the
Colombian and United States governments to provide subsidies for families
willing to replace their illegal coca crops with legal crops. Those who refuse will
be subject to forced eradication of their coca plants. These recent events hold a
possible bright future for Colombia, but only if the government can hold it
together, otherwise, there’s a chance the country could fall back into violence. It’s
solutions like this one that this committee should look for to reach.
Bloc Positions
Latin American/South American Member States:
Many of these countries are very directly involved in the issue. Their economies
are struggling and it is causing a chain reaction of political corruption and
violence. Some of them are upset with countries like the United States for
intervening and failing to present proof of success while others are relieved that
they are being assisted.
African Member States:
Countries in Africa are consumers of the drugs from Latin America. Some
(Nigeria and other West African Countries) on occasion transport cocaine to
Europe too. Aside from reducing consumption rates and halting transportation of
the drugs to Europe, they don’t play a very big role in this issue.
North American/European Member States:
These countries are the biggest consumers of drugs that come from Latin
America. Methods of lowering consumption rates should be very high priority for
these all countries, but some, like the United States, also have active plans they
are executing in Latin America to stop drug cartels and drug trafficking.
Considering that most of these countries are more financially able than those in
Latin America, they should take on large roles in repairing the countries that
have been damaged by the drug trade.
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Asian Member States:
These countries really haven’t shared a lot of opinions on this issue or done much
to act against drug cartels in Latin America, but can use their experience with
opiates to combat the issue. Some drugs from Latin America are transported
across the Pacific to East Asian countries as well. These countries also tend to be
more financially stable than those struggling with drug issues and should take on
large roles with European and North American Member States.
Questions to Consider
How can you ensure people who make a living off of drug trafficking will not
spiral into poverty when drug eradication plans are put into effect? (Ex.
Colombian coca farmers)
Does your country believe that legalization of drugs would be effective? If so,
which drugs?
Does your country have the funding to contribute to any public works the UN
may create in order to stop these practices?
How important are drugs to your countries economy?
What specific things can your country do fight drug cartels?
Helpful Links/Works Cited
https://www.unodc.org/wdr2017/index.html (UNODC 2017 Drug Report)
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/07/18/world/americas/colombia-cocaine-farc-peac
e-drugs.html
http://mgafrica.com/article/2015-06-26-maps-africas-breaking-bad-is-increasinglya-transit-hub-for-meth-heroin-and-cocaine
https://www.brookings.edu/blog/order-from-chaos/2015/12/03/the-network-effecttrafficking-inhttp://www.drugpolicy.org/drug-trafficking-latin-america
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http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/data-and-analysis/WDR-2010.html
http://www.telesurtv.net/english/news/Venezuela-Bolivia-Blast-Hypocritical-US-Dr
ug-Report-20170305-0006.html
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Topic Two: Political Corruption in Sub Saharan Africa
Sub Saharan Africa is arguably one of the most politically corrupt places in
the entire world. 58% of citizens living in Sub Saharan Africa agree that
corruption is getting worse in their countries, according to a study done in early
2016 by Transparency International, an NGO that acts as a “global watchdog” on
corruption. In addition to that, another study showed that nearly one in every
five Africans paid bribes to get official documents or medical care. In the past
year alone, it is estimated that around 75 million people in Sub Saharan Africa
have paid a bribe in the last year, with poor people being twice as likely to have
to make these kinds of payoffs. It doesn’t help that citizens often have a very
pessimistic outlook on political corruption in their own countries. 80% of people
in South Africa say they have seen corruption rise recently in their country but
the country's bribery level is at only 7%.
Ali Mufuruki, a CEO of a Tanzanian Investment group and a member of the
International Monetary Fund Group on Sub Saharan Africa says that “Corruption
is the single biggest threat to Africa’s growth.” In Kenya, for example, public
documents show that ballpoint pens are being sold at $85 each and
wheelbarrows for $1,000. The government is also running a fiscal deficit of
almost 9% GDP, causing the government to take funding away from expansion of
schools and funding of public works. Not to mention that the country has seen
many scandals recently about high-ranking officials in the country.

2016 Corruption Perceptions in Africa (darker red is more corrupt)
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Sub Saharan Africa is also home to the most corrupt country in the entire
world- Somalia. Other countries not far behind are Angola, South Sudan, Sudan,
Chad, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Kenya, the Central African Republic,
Nigeria, and Tanzania. Botswana however is the least corrupt country in Sub
Saharan Africa, and ranks in the top 35 in the world. South Africa, Tunisia,
Rwanda, Senegal, and Namibia also rank relatively high in comparison to the rest
of the continent, but still nowhere near where it needed to be
The 2016 elections in Africa reflected how the continent is doing with
corruption. Ghana, a country that has been a model for stability in the Sub
Saharan region, is declining. The corruption in the country has led to frustrated
citizens voting against an incumbent president for the first time in Ghana’s
history. It, along with South Africa, Tanzania, Nigeria, and Kenya, have also failed
to raise their scores on the corruption index. Jacob Zuma, the President of South
Africa, has gone to court for corruption scandals. Kenya’s President Uhuru has
shown anger over his struggling anti-corruption efforts and may need a new
solution for their election in 2017. Somalia’s parliamentary elections were filled
with malpractice and corruption. Along with this, Somalia’s presidential elections
have been postponed three times in the last year and are yet to be held, likely due
to the rampant corruption that’s very present in the country.
In April of 2014, Senegal passed legislation that required all elected officials
to declare their assets to prevent corruption. Since then, corruption has
dwindled. Kenya has passed a few anti-corruption laws that include one on the
right to information. While the country still has a long way to go, it was a step in
the right direction. Solutions like this are what this committee needs.
Bloc Positions
Latin American/South American Member States:
A majority of these countries also struggled or still struggle with corruption. They
can use this experience they have had to team up with African countries and
provide insight.
African Member States:
These countries are, obviously, most directly involved in the issue. Many of them
have very corrupt leaders and officials and obviously that's what this topic is
about. While teaming up with other African member states is important, getting
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ideas and joining up with stable nations from other continents will be more
beneficial.
North American/European Member States:
These countries are more financially stable than those in question. This, coupled
with success at being somewhat less corrupt, could be a useful asset to these
struggling countries. It is encouraged these countries take on big roles in
committee and strive for very holistic resolutions.
Asian Member States:
While these member states aren't directly involved in the issue, many of them are
also very corrupt. They can use their experiences as corrupt countries to help
steer African countries away from it.
Questions to Consider
Is corruption a problem for your country? Has your country passed
anti-corruption laws that could be used in Sub Saharan Africa?
What solutions in the past have been ineffective? What went wrong with them?
How could they be modified or improved?
Are the other roots to the issue of corruption? What's causing it in your country?
Does your country have the funding to contribute to any public works the UN
decides on?
Helpful Links/Works Cited
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_perceptions_index_2016
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/corruption-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.transparency.org/news/feature/corruption_in_africa_75_million_peo
ple_pay_bribes
http://www.cnn.com/2015/12/24/africa/africa-corruption-transparency-internatio
nal/index.html
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http://www.economist.com/news/middle-east-and-africa/21679473-gloomy-news-t
ransparency-international-scale-corruption-africa
http://corruptionresearchnetwork.org/resources/frontpage-articles/corruption-an
d-governance-in-sub-saharan-africa
https://www.state.gov/j/inl/rls/nrcrpt/2016/vol2/index.htm

