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Dear Security Council Members,
My name is Olivia Welsh and I will be your chair for SIMUNXVI. I have been a
member of the Saint Ignatius team since my freshman year. I am now a senior so this will
be my fouth year on the model UN team. Throughout my time on the team I have
participated in many high school and college conferences. I even traveled with the team
to Japan. I also served as a chair for NATO at last years Saint Ignatius conference. This
will be my first time chairing the Security Council and I am so excited to meet all of you.
This conference is made to be rigorous and challenging, however, I never want
you to feel lost or confused during the committee. I know it will be the first conference
for some of you and I hope you will feel comfortable asking me questions. I may have a
couple years of experience but I still have to ask questions sometimes too. I also hope
that all of you will come prepared to fully participate in the conference and make sure
your county’s opinion is heard.
The topics that NATO will be debating during this committee are going to be hard
to solve but I can't wait to see the solutions you come up with. Please do lots of research
and make sure you completely understand your position. If anyone is going to solve the
conflict in the Middle East and Cyber Terrorism it will be you guys! If you need help or
have any questions please email me at olivia.welsh@students.ignatius.org.
Best of Luck,
Olivia Welsh

Introduction to the Security Council:
The Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of
international peace and security. It has 15 Members, and each Member has one vote. All
Member States are obligated to comply with Council decisions.
The Security Council takes the lead in determining the existence of a threat to the
peace or act of aggression. It calls upon the parties to a dispute to settle it by peaceful
means and recommends methods of adjustment or terms of settlement. In some cases, the
Security Council can resort to imposing sanctions or even authorize the use of force to
maintain or restore international peace and security.
The Security Council also recommends to the General Assembly the appointment
of the Secretary-General and the admission of new Members to the United Nations. And,
together with the General Assembly, it elects the judges of the International Court of
Justice.

Topic #1: Conflict in the Middle East
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The United Nations recommended the partition of Palestine into two states and
the internationalization of Jerusalem. The minority Jewish people received the majority
of the land. The State of Israel was proclaimed in 1948, but the Arab states immediately
rejected it. The Iraqi, Syrian, Lebanon, Trans-Jordanian, Saudi Arabian, Yemen, and
Egyptian armies attacked but were defeated by the Israeli army. The creation of Israel led
to decades of similar conflicts and scuffles due to conflicting territorial and religious
views. Many nations have attempted to quell the conflict for example, the Camp David
Summit in 2000 led to very little change. This continual war between Middle Eastern
countries has led to a state of permanent unrest within countries as well as creating
pockets of extremism within nations.
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President Bashar al-Assad, responded to
the protests by killing hundreds of
demonstrators and imprisoning many
more. Defectors from the military
announced the formation of the Free
Syrian Army. Since 2011, many new
rebel groups have formed including the
most notable extremist group, ISIS.
Foreign intervention has also
played a huge role in the Syrian Civil
War. Both the U.S. and Russia began
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They also played a major role in the
fight against ISIS. At the same time,
various Saudi and Qatari organizations
began funneling funds to various rebel
groups. As the conflict intensified, so did
the intervention. Foreign intervention
has been extremely controversial due to
civilian casualties and rising tensions
between Russia and the United States.

Recent Cases of Extremism:
In 1989, Al-Qaeda formed as an international terrorist group that is dedicated to
opposing non-Islamic governments with force and violence. This organization grew out
of the "mekhtab al khidemat” an organization that has maintained offices in various parts
of the world, including Afghanistan, Pakistan, and even the United States. The group was
founded by Usama Bin Laden and Muhammad Atef. Al-Qaeda is highly opposed to all
western style governments especially the United States because of the opposing

ideologies they represent and the support it gives to other non-Islamic governments.
Many people believed that Al-Qaeda was gone after the U.S. War on Terror and the
assassination of Usama Bin Laden, however, Al-Qaeda has recently made a comeback.
They have been expanding their armies in the Middle East and North Africa. In many
ways Al-Qaeda is thought of as the “original extremist group”. In many ways the group
has spread Islamophobia and western resentment of the Middle Eastern region. Al-Qaeda
has become less of a threat in recent years but their comeback shows that there is still a
major problem with extremism and anti-western sentiments in the Middle East.


Bloc Positions:
All the countries that are currently in the Security Council want to find a solution
for unrest in the Middle East. However, this is a very complex issue because it pushes

together so many conflicts and nations. This is a crisis committee so you should know as
much as possible about all sides of this topic (not just what is in the background guide).
Any countries that are within the Middle Eastern region or located in close
proximity (this includes African countries) to it will give the biggest push to solving the
crisis quickly but with as little military intervention as possible. These countries will also
shy away from western aid.
P-5 countries should focus more on economic aid and whether or not their country
is willing to give military support. These countries should also be looking into issues
such as the refugee crisis and extremism in that has affected their nations. The U.S. and
Russia should also be focusing on current tension over their opposing sides in the Syrian
Civil War.
All other countries are a bit farther removed from this topic but still have the
ability to greatly affect any solution made during the committee. These countries should
focus on the refugee crisis, possible extremist attacks (near or within their country), and
which P-5 nations the ally with.

Important Questions:
● How involved is your country currently in the Middle East? Economically?
Militarily?
● Is your country willing to offer military aid in the case of more direct conflict?
● What instances of extremism has your country been effected by?
● Does your country need economic support in regards to conflict?

● What is the status of your country with refugees? Are you willing to take more of
them into your country?
● What needs to be done to take pressure off of countries in the thick of the refugee
crisis?

Helpful Resources:
This site is extremely helpful for finding out all aspects of the conflict. You can find
information on very specific events and larger scale events. The site also gives
informational from a more historical point of view.
http://besthistorysites.net/modern-history/middle-east-conflict/
This site is a little older but gives a great overview of the conflict. It also has pulls out
focal points for you guys when doing research and understanding your countries opinion
on the situation.
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2015/04/06/ozy-middle-east-conflict/25354
585/
This site offers a non-Western point of view. I highly recommend searching this site and
finding information that is beneficial to your country here.

Topic #2: Cyber Terrorism

What is Cyber Terrorism?
Cyber terrorism is most basically defined as the use of the Internet in an act of
terrorism. This means that the attack purposefully creates widespread hysteria and fear in
a specific society or setting. The capabilities of these cyber terrorists is hard to pin down
considering that the majority of the modern world comes into contact with the internet on
a daily basis. These capabilities are also hard to predict because the Internet encompasses
the majority of international interactions and information. In addition, due to the relative
newness of cyber terrorism there is a lack of written regulations and standards for how
these terrorist attacks are dealt with and assessed. Cyber terrorists and organizations are
much harder to track and find because they are working over the Internet instead of in
person. In the wake of recent terrorism attacks on many UN member countries it is
important to attempt to sort out some of these major disparities. It is also crucial to find
solutions that will help prevent cyber terrorism attacks from effecting important
government functions.



Recent Attacks:
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Soon after this attack a South Korean Nuclear Plant was hacked. No critical data was lost
and the nuclear installations were not accessed. However, the hacking into of a nuclear
plant is not to be brushed over. This attack shows that hackers have the ability to hack
into major government facilities and are extremely dangerous. Another attack happened
on the UN member country, France, just after the Charlie Hebdo attack. Islamic extremist
hacker groups targeted over 19,000 French websites. The majority of these attacks were
minor but the sheer number of websites that were targeted was what caused the attacks to
be labeled as a full-scale act of cyber terrorism. France had never before seen such a large
wave of attacks and had to launch round-the-clock surveillance teams to protect
important government websites. A more recent event was when students from Zhejiang
University in China hacked into a Tesla S Electric car and were able to cause it to crash.
Although this was not a cyber terrorism attack it shows that as the world becomes more

technologically advanced cyber terrorism becomes more advanced. If a hacker were to
hack into the main Tesla server they could possibly have the ability to crash every Tesla
car on the road.



Bloc Positions:
The topic of cyber terrorism does not actually have any specific blocs. It is in the
best interest of all Security Council current members to write up a document of rules and
regulations for how cyber terrorism is addressed as well as find effective ways to protect
their respective countries from these attacks. Countries such as the United States and
France have been affected by cyber terrorism on a greater scale. Therefore, they would be
more likely to give money and create stricter rules. It is mostly up to the committee to
determine how you will separate yourselves and come to a conclusion of how to
effectively solve the issue at hand.

Important Questions:
● Has your country experienced cyber terrorism? How frequently? By whom?
● How susceptible is your country to these attacks?
● What has your country done to shield itself from attacks and prevent them from
happening?
● Does your country have any concerns with privacy or transparency?
● What other countries have the similar policies to your own country and would be
willing to support your ideas?
● How does this relate to topical issues such the conflict in the Middle East and the
Islamophobia?

Helpful Resources:
This link gives a very good description of cyber terrorism and shares thoughts on why it
poses a threat to the international community.
https://www.usip.org/sites/default/files/sr119.pdf
This site explains the perspectives of US officials and their thoughts on whether cyber
terrorism is truly a threat. It gives a government perspective and could be helpful to all
countries.
https://www.rt.com/usa/fbi-cyber-attack-threat-739/
This link gives news stories on recent cyber attacks and also gives a nice mix of news
stories and videos, etc.
http://abcnews.go.com/topics/news/cyber-attack.htm

This site gives some interesting statistics about cyber attack trends that could be helpful
to proving points in debate and in your position paper.
http://www.hackmageddon.com/category/security/cyber-attacks-statistics/
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